
School Attendance Matters (SAM) Newsletter— Autumn 1 - October 2026  

 
Welcome back to Barden Primary School.  We hope that you had a fabulous summer 
break.  The weather has changed very quickly; please don’t forget to send your child to 
school with a warm waterproof coat every day to battle the wind and the rain that 
comes with autumn.    
 
There are some important deadlines noted below about applying for school places for reception class 
and high school.   
 
School is closed on Friday 23rd October for staff training and also the following week for half term.  
School will re-open on Monday 2nd November.  Also, don’t forget the clocks will move back 1 hour at 
2:00 on Sunday 25th October. 

Reception School Place Applications 

The national reception applications deadline is the 
15th January 
2027.  Although 
the deadline 
three months 
away, please 
keep the date in 
your diary.  
Barden Primary 
School’s open 
day is Tuesday 20th October 5-6pm. 

Year 6 High School Applications 

The national closing 
date for high school               
application is Saturday 
31st October 2026.  
Please visit the                     
Lancashire County 
Council website to 
make a application.  https://ww.lancashire.gov.uk/
schools-and-education/school-admissions/starting
-secondary-school/   

Punctuality (being on time and lates) 

We know that sometimes pupils are late because 
their  alarm didn’t go off or there was an issue that 
was out of your control.  Unfortunately, we still 
have many children that are late for school too  
often. Last year, 143 pupils were late at least 3 
times or more.  Please help us get the best out of 
your children’s learning by having them arrive in 
school from 8.35am.  If you are               
struggling with drop offs, please ask the 
School Office about breakfast club, 
which starts from 7.45am. 

Free School Meals 
The rules have recently changed for FSM 
meaning that you may now be eligible if you are 
receiving benefits. It is very easy to apply, all 
you need is some basic details and your                     

national instance number. 
If successful, our school 
will also receive extra 
funding your child. Apply 
for free school meals and 
pupil premium  

Whole School Attendance 2025-2026 
Our school attendance improved by half a               
percent last year, which is a great achievement.  

School finished on 
94.97% meaning that 
we are getting closer to 
our school attendance 
target, which is still 
96%. Well done! 

School Nurse 
If you need help getting                
medical advice or help for your 
child, please contact Mrs                
Rawcliffe or Mr Dowling to 
make an appointment with the 
nurse on T:  01282 226777 or 
office@barden.lancs.sch.uk. 

https://www21.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/2047GBLSM1?webpage_token=fb201a18de56f01a04e7714e6c186aaec4fda3bcb8e41e347ae3f0051f1a88f5&auth=MjkwZTIzMWJhMTYw&id=17292213
https://www21.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/2047GBLSM1?webpage_token=fb201a18de56f01a04e7714e6c186aaec4fda3bcb8e41e347ae3f0051f1a88f5&auth=MjkwZTIzMWJhMTYw&id=17292213
https://www21.apps.lancashire.gov.uk/w/webpage/2047GBLSM1?webpage_token=fb201a18de56f01a04e7714e6c186aaec4fda3bcb8e41e347ae3f0051f1a88f5&auth=MjkwZTIzMWJhMTYw&id=17292213



